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Rukmini Devi Arundale. Kalakshetra, Madras - 600 041, India.

14th November 1979.

This translation of Gita Govindam into Tamil by Smt. D. Pattammal
has come to me as a surpise. Gita Goviindam is a famous Prabhandam well
known all over India and its poetry and music, as we know it now, are exquisite.
The sentiment of deep devotion expressed through Sringara Bhava evokes a
great response in each one of us. Even the Sringara portraying the love of Krishna
and Radha in songs transcends physical love and the residue of feeling in the
listener is of highest devotion. How Jayadeva composed this music and what it
was like originally is impossible for us to know now. It is sung in the North
Indian style in Orissa and elsewhere. The tradition in South India as I have
learnt it from Papanasam Sivam is about 250 to 300 years old. The music is
obviously inspired and one feels this must have been the music composed by
Jaydeva. A great exponent of this music was the late C.R. Srinivasa Iyengar. He
taught the late Smt. Alamelu Jayarama Iyer from whom Pattammal learnt the
songs. The Gita Govindan songa as taught to me by Papanasam Sivam are almost
the same in the Raga Bhava.

It is indeed surprising how with that same music and with the same
sense of beauty and keeping the sentiments of the songs in tact, Smt. Pattammal
has been able to translate and sing Gita Govindam in beautiful Tamil. Obviously
she is inspired and I am sure this Tamil version now called “Madhava Gitam”
will be appreciated by all. It is only right that inspired poetry inspires others to
compose just as Valmiki’s Ramayana finds many inspired versions in different
languages. I wish to congratulate Smt. Pattammal on this gift which she gives
to the world of music and I hope many will benefit from it.

Rukmini Devi



T.S. PARTHASARATHY
Musicollogist, Editor, Journal of Madras Music Academy,
Secretary, Music Academy, Madras.

November, 16th 1979.

I recently had an opportunity of listeninhg to two tapes, one
containing the Ashtapadis of Jayadeva rendered by Smt. D. Pattammal and the
other containing her compositions rendered by Vidwan T.R. Subramanyam of
Delhi.

Smt. Pattammal’s singing of Ashtapadis was chaste and in authentis
tunes which [ understand she learnt from the late Mrs. Alamelu Jayarama lyer,
a disciple of the great Kirtanacharva C.R. Srinivasa Iyengar who was an authority
on the “Gita Govind”

She has now composed a set of Tamil songs called “Madhava Gitam”
based on the Ashtapadis. These are not literal translations but give the substance
of each Ashtapadi in simple language without sacrificing the mood or the
meaning. Smt. Pattammal has a flair for composing and words flow out of her
with ease and elegance. She has retained the original ragas of Ashtapadis as
given in C.R. Srinivasa Iyengar’s edition and her tunes have a beauty of their
own. I commend the compositions to the music loving public.

T.S. Parthasarathy



Dr.S. RAMANATHAN Ph.D (Wesleyan University)
Retd. Principal College of Music, Madurai,
Es. Dean, Faculty, of Arts, University, Kerala

Hon. Director Research Tamil Isai Sangam, Madras.
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